holder, came out in favor of immediate emancipa-
tion, at the same time liberating his own slaves.
Finding it impossible to disseminate his views in
his own State, he moved to Cincinnati, and pub-
lished a paper called the " Philanthropist," which
became a powerful instrument in forming public
opinion. His experience as a slaveholder, his
philanthropic action as a liberator, and the readi-
ness with which he defended his opinions with his
pen and upon the platform, gave him importance
in the ranks of the abolitionists who favored polit-
ical action. He came to New England in 1885,
and received much attention from friends of the
cause. John GK Whittier, Moses A. Cartland, and
others of the Society of Friends, on the 28th of
May, 1835, wrote him a series of seven questions
covering the whole ground of the policy to be
adopted for the extinction of slavery, and his full
and explicit answer was widely circulated. He
thought that under the Constitution as it then
existed, operations against slavery could be under-
taken with success ; that there was no need of tear-
ing down the whole structure of our political
institutions to extirpate this evil. This led to the
formation of the Liberty party, in the organization
of which Mr. Whittier was active and efficient.
Birney was nominated for the Presidency in 1840
and 1844, and was supported by Mr. Whittier in
both these campaigns. The Liberty party of the
North Essex district nominated Mr. Whittier for
Congress, and so long as he was in no danger of
being elected he did not object to being a candi-
date. But at length his party became strong